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The reviewer hopes that the reader will forgive the following personal
observation. No "short course," however well presented, can give a student
the training that a good year-long course can give. No one is more aware
of this than is Professor Hitchcock, as the preface to the first edition will
testify. The reviewer is disturbed by the fact that the majority of biological
scientists, if they take any training in physical chemistry at all, limit such
training to a short course. This is today no more adequate than would be,
for example, a short course in histology or physiology. The serious student
of biology or medicine should be urged to find time in his schedule for a
year's course in physical chemistry as it is usually presented in departments
of chemistry.
HENRY A. HARBURY
HISTOLOGY. 2d Ed. By Arthur Worth Ham. Philadelphia, J. B. Lippin-
cott Co., 1953. xix + 866 pp. $10.
Within the pages of any book as comprehensive as Dr. Ham's Histology
it is rarely difficult to find at least a few points meriting criticism. These
may include such relatively minor items as the omission of the primary
verb from a sentence (p. 283, column II), or more serious charges of
vagueness in description (p. 328, contraction phenomena). Yet, the over-
all effect is a good one. The outline of the subject material remains basically
unaltered from the first edition, though valuable additions, particularly in
the area of muscle physiology and chromosomal behaviour, have been made.
With selections concerned with general histologic techniques, detailed con-
siderations of the different tissues and of the major systems, this book will
continue to rank as a thoroughly readable and reliable histology text. This
quality of readability, however, while doubtless ly endearing the text to
medical students, will prove somewhat of a handicap to those in need of a
purely reference volume. Particularly Dr. Ham's predilection for analogies
will prove irksome to those searching for a concise compendium, while
simultaneously evoking cheers from students with no love for histologic-
monotonies. The extensive and well-organized bibliographies, however, will
be a source of joy to either of these readers.
P. K.
BAILEY'S TEXT-BOOK OF HISTOLOGY. 13th ed. Revised by Philip E. Smith
and Wilfred M. Copenhaver. Baltimore, The Williams and Wilkins Co.,
1953. xviii + 775 pp., 442 figs., $9.00.
The author of an elementary textbook is confronted with a choice
between presenting his material in a straightforward, factual manner and
writing a jocular, quasi-factual account. The first alternative makes for
accurate knowledge and dull reading, whereas the second makes for con-
fused thinking and entertaining reading. The authors of the text herein
reviewed chose the first alternative. There must be an intermediate state
which emphasizes the conceptual scheme of a subject into which the factual
material can be fitted naturally without distortion, and which at the same
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